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| STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE ﬂ“ﬂ
7/

The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) will intervene in the lives of child%ﬁd
families at the least intrusive level possible, given the assessment findings ﬁrc tances of

Version: 3

each case. See Practice Guidance for factors that may aid DCS in the asse nt of domestic
violence situations.

DCS will make a determination about the family’s initial service nee \offer services as
early in the assessment as possible, in order to assure child saf ell-being.

DCS will provide information about available community res% to all families where
domestic violence has been identified as a risk factor.

The assessing Family Case Manager (FCM) will contj{Mtd monitor the safety and well-being of
the child until the case is formally transferred to anp Qe)FCM via a transition meeting.

Code References &
IC 34-6-2-34.5: Domestic or family vio%

A
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The FCM will complete the iqllowing after determining the family’s risk level and needs level:
1. Examine the Seryce L®€l Matrix (see Related Information) for direction on the
appropriate serv@vel to offer the child and family;
2. Examine the Type Matrix (see Related Information) for direction on the
appropriate mf services to offer the child and family;
3. Usecriti inking and evaluate the appropriateness of the level and type of services

indiga the matrices and arrive at a recommendation;
4, CO@ ith his or her Supervisor;
f

i pervisory approval, implement any services necessary to assure the child’'s
ety and well-being. See separate policy, 5.10 Family Services;
ntinue to monitor the safety and well-being of the child through regular contact and:
a. Begin the transition to ongoing services by requesting that a case be created. See
separate policy, 5.1 Transitioning from Assessment, or
b. Participate in an internal transition meeting where the responsibility for monitoring
the child’s safety and well-being will be formally transferred to a separate ongoing
services FCM. See separate policy, 5.1 Transitioning from Assessment.

The FCM Supervisor will review and approve the FCM’'s recommendations regarding the level
and type of services.
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http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2017/ic/titles/034/#34-6-2-34.5
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/5.10%20Family%20Services.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/5.01%20Transitioning%20a%20Case.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/5.01%20Transitioning%20a%20Case.pdf

PRACTICE GUIDANCE

Factors Which May Suggest That A Child Can Remain Safe in the Home

1.

2.

e

© NG

9.

10. Non-offending parent has supportive extended family or com

If the non-offending parent is remaining with the offende

Non-offending parent acknowledges risk to the child and demonstrates protective
capacities;

Non-offending parent and the child are in a shelter or other safe location;

Alleged domestic violence offender’s access to the child and non-offending parent or
activities are restricted (e.g., in jail, complying with protective order, or no-contact o«&ger);
Alleged domestic violence offender demonstrating responsibility for his or her b

and actively engaging in intervention programs; ?3
The child shows minimal behavioral or emotional effects from the domesti v

The child has a supportive adult in the home;

An older child has a plan to be safe and the ability to carry out the pl

Violence is not escalating and alleged domestic violence offender’ mlstory does not
include known serious violence; }\

Other issues (substance abuse, mental health, etc.) do not p %fe threats; and

ties.

,bder the following:

C
Will the child be safe if they remain in the home? b\
)

1.

2. In an emergency, what works best to keep the child

3. Who can the non-offending parent call in a cnm?

4. Would the non-offending parent call the police4¥e violence started again? Is there a
phone in the house? Could the non-oﬁend@rent work out a signal with the child or
neighbors to call the police or get help?

5. If the child and/or non-offending p r{bed to leave the home, where can they go?

Factors which may suggest that a ch eds an out-of-home placement:
1. No other workable plan can b place that ensures child safety;
2. Other types of child abuse safety threats;
3. Alleged domestic violence@f er continues to expose the child to serious violence
despite intervention;
4. Alleged domestigyiole offender continues to have unauthorized contact with the child
which present s;éconcerns;
5. Alleged dome lence offender’s history includes known serious domestic violence;
6. The child h ced ability to manage circumstances or has conditions that increase
vuInerab nd/or
7. Ad of alcohol or other drugs presents additional safety threats.
An out- —on]e placement for cases involving domestic violence is usually unnecessary. An
out-of-&e placement should only be considered when all other means of safety have been
co d and offered; when the child is at imminent risk of placement; or the non-offending
parept is unable to protect the child or accept services.
\ FORMS AND TOOLS

N/A

‘ RELATED INFORMATION
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Determining Service Level
By examining the risk level in the context of the needs level, a determination can be made about
the level of services that is appropriate for the child and family.

) . RISK LEVEL
Service Level Matrix
LOW MODERATE | HIGH VERY HIGH
HIGH Moderate High Very High Very High \
0 _
a I;J MODERATE | Low Moderate High Very High D
w o {
Z 1 | LOW Low Moderate High Very High \

Determining Service Type
After the service level has been calculated, the FCM considers the apprww Service type:

) No Services or
Service _Type Community-
Matrix Based Services Ch”d | ed Of
(non DCS- |r_‘f0rmal Serv (in /out-
monitored) Adjustment x01‘-home’?)
3 (1) Low v P &
@ | (2) Moderate v ° ,\O
S | (3) High ‘@’ Yy v
> N
o | (4) Very
9 | High . % v
No services needed: The child is a ed as safe. There is no (or extremely low) risk to the
child and the family is able to ma risk issues using its own strengths and resources.

Referral for community—bMervices: There is low risk to the child but the family is not able
to manage risk issues u its"own strengths and resources. However, the family is able to use
community resources port without ongoing DCS case management services. DCS
involvement is limitgdgojactively linking the family with those services and resources that
effectively and s address its needs.

Informal A@@ent (IA): An IA may be appropriate for the child in a family where risk levels
range fro erate to very high, but coercive intervention of the courts is not needed. DCS
will Wor)g the family to develop the terms of the IA, monitor participation in services, and
reg’?uly, valuate the child’s safety. The courts must approve the IA. Consequences for not
comylying may include, but are not limited to, court intervention, such as filing a Child in Need of
Services (CHINS) petition.

CHINS: DCS may file a CHINS petition (highest level of intervention) for the child in a family
where the risk level is high or very high and coercive intervention of the court is needed to
assure the child’s safety and well-being. The child may stay in the home or be placed in out-of-
home care. The court monitors the case, including the case plan and permanency goal.
Consequences for parental noncompliance with the Case Plan and permanency goal may
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include, but are not limited to, a placement in out-of-home care, and in the most extreme
circumstances, termination of parental rights.
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